SUNDAY 20 SEPTEMBER 2020
COLLECT, READING, GOSPEL AND
POST COMMUNION PRAYER
FOR HARVEST

Organ Voluntary: Concerto in G major, BWV592— | S Bach
(1685-1750)

COLLECT

Eternal God,

you crown the year with your goodness

and you give us the fruits of the earth in their season:
grant that we may use them to your glory,

for the relief of those in need and for our own well-being;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever. Amen.

READING
Genesis 8. 13-22

In the six hundred and first year, in the first month, on the first
day of the month, the waters were dried up from the earth;
and Noah removed the covering of the ark, and looked, and
saw that the face of the ground was drying. In the second
month, on the twenty-seventh day of the month, the earth was
dry. Then God said to Noah, ‘Go out of the ark, you and your
wife, and your sons and your sons’ wives with you. Bring out
with you every living thing that is with you of all flesh — birds
and animals and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth —
so that they may abound on the earth, and be fruitful and
multiply on the earth.” So Noah went out with his sons and his
wife and his sons’ wives. And every animal, every creeping
thing, and every bird, everything that moves on the earth, went
out of the ark by families. Then Noah built an altar to the
Lord, and took of every clean animal and of every clean bird,
and offered burnt-offerings on the altar. And when the Lord
smelt the pleasing odour, the Lord said in his heart, ‘| will never



again curse the ground because of humankind, for the
inclination of the human heart is evil from youth; nor will | ever
again destroy every living creature as | have done. As long as
the earth endures, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat,
summer and winter, day and night, shall not cease.’

GOSPEL
Mark 4. 26-32

Jesus said to the crowd, ‘The kingdom of God is as if someone
would scatter seed on the ground, and would sleep and rise
night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does
not know how. The earth produces of itself, first the stalk,
then the head, then the full grain in the head. But when the
grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because the
harvest has come.” He also said, ‘With what can we compare
the kingdom of God, or what parable will we use for it? It is
like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the
smallest of all the seeds on earth; yet when it is sown in grows
up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large

branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its
shade.’

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Lord of the harvest,

with joy we have offered thanksgiving for your love in creation
and have shared in the bread and the wine of the kingdom:

by your grace plant within us a reverence for all that you give us
and make us generous and wise stewards

of the good things we enjoy;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Organ Voluntary: Tuba Tune — Norman Cocker (1889-1953)



